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often pointed out that teen-agers
—~makers. They make trouble in
e, in the school and in the com-
Juvenile delingquency is now a
ocial problem here ds well as in
her parts of the world. Middle
udents are considered to be the
ficult to deal with. Parents with
rs at home are annoyed with en-
adaches. And one of the most
complaints about tesn-agers is
ence. They notonly disobey;but
o are highly critical and some
bellious.

128 when I was teaching at a middle
a student’s mother cams to see
: e said, ¢ ‘My son was a vary good
hen he was in elem2ntary school.
nce he entered middle school he
angad. He will no longar listen
: H: often talks back to i3 ani
calls m2 mean.” Thz poor mothsr
ractically in tears when she was
Ig this comblaint. I felt sorry for
yat all that T could d> was tell the
D b2 nicer to his mother.

M2 pass2s quickly ! Th2 boy has
sh3d mazdical s:hool and is a
young doctor. Onz day whan I
lded him of this in:idsn:, he said,
'L was terrible to my mothsr thoss
Ididn‘t know what was the matter
I know I ought not to have
O harsh to her, but I just couldn‘t
b+ It was heartbreaking for ms too.”
Ve the young man was in earnest,
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and be is not the only teen-ager who has
had a‘similar experience. How should
we interpréte such behavior and what
should we do about it? Just to tell them
to be more obedient or to be nicer doesn¢t
séem to be of much help. They know
that themselves, but just can‘t help
behaving the way they do. I would like
to take a few minutes tonight to probe into
the problem in the hope that we can
under stand teen-iagers better.

One day not long ago my 15-year-old
daughter went to a movie near my home
with her friend. It was a small theater,
where children could gzt in at half-price.
But whean they were entering ths theater,
a mmn at the gate stopped them, saying
in Taiwansse, ‘‘Eh, gin-a gin-a! Lin
tioh boz toalang phio.” In English it
would bz, ¢‘Hey, you children! You‘ve
got to bay adult tickets.” My daughter
said back to him, ¢‘You called us chil-
dren, and how can you expsct us to buy
ticks:s for adults ¢ » The m4n couldn‘t
say anything and let then pass. We all
laughsd at ths contradictory statement.
But when onz stops to think about it, the
man was right in a way. He was unwit-
tingly pointing out what tesn-agers are
like. They are partly adult and partly
children. As a matter of fact, my 15-
year-old daughter has grown taller than
my wife. But when you look at her face
she really is a chiid. No wonder the man
called hera child. She does look like a
child
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though she surely occupies an adult seat.
Many tesn-agers are physiologically
grown, but are still immature intellect-
ually and enotionilly. This discrepancy
in growth presents many problems to
them. Here I just want to point out that
teen-agers are often treated unfairly,
because of this and feel unhappy and
indignant. One day 1 heard my wife
saying to our daughter, ¢ ¢You shouldn‘t
quarrel with your little sister over such
a plaything ; you areé no longer a child.,,
But on the next day when our daughter
wanted to go to a certain movie, my wifes
-ajd, ¢¢That,s a movie for adults, not for
you children. ¢« Qur daughter just did not

know where she pelonged. She saidy "
nreasondble.

Mother, you,re being U
Didn,t you say yesterday that T was no
longer a child 97 Teew-agdrs are par-

ticularly sansitive abovt anything unfair
and strongly resent it ani their resen-
tment is not only limited to injustice
jmposed upon them. They can not stand
any injustice directed toward anybody.
Just a few daysag> 1 was reading a
book, which is actually a collection of
letters betwesn a Japanese mother and
har 15-year-»1d son. They lived in the
sam2 house, but made it a practice to
write to each other bacause they found
it easier for tham to express themselves
more freely and fully in letters- Ons of
1he letters ran like this: *‘Mother, I
feol very sorry for you these days. 1
think Father is really m2an. He spends
most of his time at home reading, while
you are working busily all day long.
Ani plaase stop preparing special dishes
for Father and m2. It's just notright! 1
felt so bad this evening at dinnar. 1 left
you a piece of fish from my portion as 1
‘knew youhalleft V3r¥ little for yourself.
Then Father said, ¢Don’t you like it?
and ate it up before 1 could say anything,
Tell me, Mother, why did you get
married to such 2 selfish man like Fath-
er7” The boy was Very indignant over
the injustice in his home, and you can’t
expect him to be Very njce to his father.
But does the fault 1ie with this boy?
Isn’t it the in-onsiderate father, or ra-
ther the community which permits such

written during world War II. The J
nese family pattern must have chay
considerably after the war. )
Teen—-agars are jdealists, and {
goal is very high. They aim at the
olute ; they want to be absolutely hof
absolutely unseifish, absolutely pure
absolutely loving. With this strict y
stick no. parent, 09 teacher, and
human can stand their scrutiny. Lag
the hard experience of the complex
life, they cannot recognize the
compromise. In addition, they ha
acquired the art of speech so as not to
others’ feeling in speaking Yet from an
_sistible urge to speak out what they
and think in their struggle toward
ideal, they often express themsieves
way which is arrogant, impolite or
cruel. Taus one of my best studen
his teens hurt his peloved mother ar
do many other teen-agers.
1t is only matural that paremnts eX
their children to be obedient. Bu
obedience always the supreme virtue
early childhood it may be so. In
4o live and learn, halpless children
to listen to others and obey- ALl S
they have to do is to listen to adults
do what they are told to. Thus they
given their daily need, and are ta
things thsy nsad to know. But they
be like that througnout life. In
adult life they have to do their
thinking, make th3ir.own decisions
take responsibility for their actions
This shift from childhood to 1
fod cannot be achieved overnight:
this transitory period, they tend to d
evarything, resist every authority 1
attempt to estaplish their own
thinking and set their own moral €
This transition is sometimes referre
as the second birth, or second wead
and certain pains are unavoidable.
it rather a good sign to see teen-a
growing up to criticize and maket
own judgment and stand on their
feet 7 With better understanding
wife and 1 hope that we will be abl
enjoy watching our teenage chi
grow into adulthood more pleasantly
successfully without them hurting
selves and those around them too M

injustice ? In-identally, these letters were

i

30:-_—_73



